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signifticant’ in explaining black poverty and racial income
ineguality, whether racism is or iz not in the material
interests of white worksrs, and the wavs in which racism may

be functional to the reproduction of capitaliism. in
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Without developing a full critigue of this literature,
several of its most important limitations can be pointed out.
First, it is deterministici it largely presumes the

functicnality of race for capitalism.
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t thersby omits
entirely or greatly understates the contradictions that race
may entail for the reproduction of capitalism. ' Second, and
more precissely, the basic concepts of racs, racism, and class
are most often incompletely or only implicitly theorised in
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concepts of race explicitly theorised st a ganeral lsvel as

to the=ir content (meaning), reproduction and effects. Thus,
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as such, i constitutes at least 3 two—
sided objsct of analvsis - First iz &

socially constructed concept of human difference; race is the

contradictory effect of the entire snsemble of {(class and non-

the content or meaning of race conosnts. 2 their

contradictory and uneven reproduction. and 3) their

overdetermined sffects on the other aspects of the social
formation (anc hence on the lived sxperiences of people in
soCiety), inciuding class.
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possiily all of the following three characteristics. Firsh.

2li race concepis specify certain “hioslogical ’, empiricaliy
absarvable physical festure=s (s.0., skin color) as

identifying the ‘races’. Second, many race concepts then

ascribe to the phyvsically identifisd "‘races’ certain
speEcitic, sterszotyped psvocholeogical, social, cultursl .

hehavigral

very otten fh=ir associabtion with & particular set of

Furtber, the particular process of race ascription may

have at l=ast one more aspect: it mav give a particular

characterization to the association of the designated

Id

ature: with the ascribed traits. One common such

cnaracter zation 15 to label both the shvsical features and
their associatsd traits and characteristics as being

‘natural . {onchher is to deem this associztion a product of
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culture with rmo basis in naturs.: The beshavioral traits
specitisd are ‘inherent’, part of the ‘nature’ of those

peopie having the designated physical features. Thus, as

discusssd here, some2 race concepts of ascription may be
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concEpt {(1.e.. ong corresponding directly to an aspeci of
human nature}) 15 2 contradictory product of ., for axampls,

Rioiogical, natura2l history and

literaturs has analyssd concepts of the human races (sic!

t, according to the precepts of biological
discourse. there is but gne human race and the ascriptive

link betwesn racially differentisted groups and their

associated traits within humanity are broken. As the gens-—
ticist Richard Lewontin puts it:

iam draws cradibiliity from what seems to be ohvi-—

ous differences in some physical traits like colaor,
hair +orm, or facial features. ...ws are conditioned to
nbzerve preciselvy those features and ... our ability to
distinguish individuals as opposed to types is an arti-
fact of our upbringing. ...Clesarly, those superticial
differences in hair form, skin color, and facial fea—
tures that are used to distinguish "races’ from =ach
other are not tvpical of human genes in general. Human
‘racial’ differsntiation is,. indesd. only skin desp.
Ay use of racisl categories must take its justifica—
tian from some other source than éia?ogy.‘?J3)

But concepts of the human races as devined here have never

been concepts of biolopical discourse.

Rather, race is a term taken from the discourses of
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ogy and natural history and inscribed with new meaning

idefined as a n=w concept) within a separate discourse: race
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cepts designate one race “superior’ and the "Other’ race
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0r & group has 8 class essence.  This is the case not oniv

SiNCe & pBrson Or group may ocCupy multiple class positions

but zn another sSense as well. ihe coccupation of sven =
singie class positicn sopuires, as a condition of i
existences, the gerson (or group’d &lso occupy ons oF oors
non—clias positions (l.2., participate directly in non—class

individual also participate in ths non-class economic process
of the axchange of hisfher labor-powsr for a sum of value.
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g, a condition of
existence of occupation of the fundamental class position of
capitalist fappropriator of surplus value) may be the
garticipation in =conomic processes resuiting 1n the perzonal
acquisition of wealth and ownership of property in the means
of oreoduction. Likewise., involvement in certain ron—-clacss

srocesses of power may also be such a2 condition of
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component first in terms of racial diffarentiation of
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then in terms of the racial differentiation of the l=avel aof
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racial of the capitaiist fundamental class
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productive lsborers below what it otherwise would have be=en
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subsumed classes.

¥

Race may overdetsrmine the receipt of such ssc ) wage

transters of swplus value in one of two wavs. On

. . . . . . . N .
hand, 1t may coniunciuralliv be a gatekeepesr vis—a—-vis the

ions {or at least
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in
(]

cccupation of ithese subsumsd class posi
some of themd . For example, a condition of sxistence of
occupying the subsumed class position of unproductive manager

may be certain bheshavior patterns not ascribed to certain

races or 2ducational oredentials rarely acguired by members
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hand, to iths

i

unproductive

associastions! . it may simiiar to those discussed

above in terms of v in differentisting and lowsring the sz«
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swrplus value is received in

squivalents) , race may sffasct

income in at lesast two

be a direct gatskeepsr,
daebarring members of of thz race deemed "Other” from this
class position. Ths may have besen the case when Jews were

excluded from membership on the stock suchange.

2is0 have rathesr more indirect offscts
on occupation of this class position. fAs betfore, 1t may
efttect the degree to which members of particular races can
securs the conditions of suistencs for the occupation of
particular subsumed class positions and struggle over the
maqnitude of surplus valus distributed to them. On the

one hand. a copdition of esxistence of such pccupation may be
the acguisition of w=alth - as money to lend aor with which to

purchase land for rentsl Lo capitalists, common stock ste.

The degree to which income is overdetermined 3o as to be



will bea 2 Lo

pozition and recelve the non-waos inocome.
thereby and! exacerbating racial
inequalitv. It thes cthar hand. there mavy have bsen other

s5C non—wage btransder of swurplus wvalue as thie agreater number

of such sxcluded subsumed class members may have heen

-

competing for a relatively small, raciaily restricted say,

»

financizl market. The size of the ssc incoms2 flow might b=
a fortiori smaller still 1, savy. Indian Yinanciers and
landlords in East Africa could only locan money or rent land
to Indian capitalists, themselves suiracting & smaller s
income.

Fimalliy. race ascription may ziso overdeterminge the
receipt of non—class income. This iz a fiow of value
received 25 tha result of the occupat:ion of neither a
fundamental rnor a subsumed class position. It mayv be a wage

income, as when

o

abor—-power 1s sold Lo a non—capitalist

{e.g., when a productive or unproductive laborer hires a
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subsumed o1 in the former case, the wage 1S now
sxpandad o incliuade the non—class componsnt:

L4} W= + f-—:—s::y: + Znos

/ 4

in the case of non-class wage income, the questions
Concerning race as a gatekeepsr or segmentsr of labor marksts
and ilimiter of class strugglss over the wage are raised cncs
=na1n in the context of the non-ciass component of wage
income. It may be the case, for exampie., that race
szcription resulits in primarily, sav. blacks being relegaten
ta the non-class sxchange of labor—power for wages as
servants and ithe fundamental receipt of & lower value of
labor—powsr in that segment of the productive labor markst &0
which thay were relatively excluded. This
analytic meaning of the sco-called secondary labor market ==
it applies to races deemed "Other®, =.g., blacks in the
nited States.

In the case of non-wage, non-class income, Yace may
differentiate access to and the magnitude of this income in
ways broadly similar fto its sffects on te receipt of non-wage
subsumed class incomes. For sxample, the state may
distribute income to a variety of peopie. Unless the state
iz partly constituted by the capitalist fundamental class
process, and 1t 15 here assumed that it iz pot, such irncoms
transters are nan-class incomes. Hace may overdetsrmine the
particular flows and their magnitudes. For example. 1n the



to omilitary parsonnei, given
the positive corraliation between rank and income.

Another possible way in which race might sffect state
oncerns the lowest-paid., racially

e they oroductive laborers,

therr receiot of such low wages

{vig—a-vis other {white) wage—sarnasrs) as specifisd above,

i

their ascribsd membsrshio in the "Dther® race(s) with

associations. fhis has resulted in them receiving lowsr

o+ oth

¥

- races. dther things being sgual,
such low wages, with their accompanving low levels of reail

. . . . . . . e
consumption (v ), might threaten the reproduction of their
labor—power =nd hence their productivity. This might,

~

t least partially offset by their relatively

however , he
greater access to certain state non-waoe., non-class income
transters, such as welfare, aid to families with dependsnt

children, sehc. Zuch transfers mig

b, for example, be made
with reterence Lo a designated poverty level of income bsiow
which members of cartain races might fall more freguently
than others {(s=e also the discussion above about racial

standards of living as normative concepts). These non-wage,

non-class transters from the state (or +rom private
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of analvsis: 3= a3 socially constructed concest and as =
social group named and distinguished by that concept. In

"N
n

2xamining - th

I

race ohisct of znalyvsis, this paner has
three inter—-related tasks: 1} to define the race concept an

race discourse, and some o+ thelr conditions of existence. 23

anvl hetween race ang class,

3y to employ thess anaivses 1o 2rxamine racial income
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Litempt has been to addre:

]

nElr most gen=rsl btheoretical level and not in

ot

ferms of particular race concepts or social formations. 7o my

bnowlsdge this general thesoretical aroiect has not previousiy
rzen atiempied within Marxian theory.
Hars concepis wers theorisad sz the overdetermined

identity certain bilological featuwrss (e.g., skin color?) as
signitying race, ) possibly associate to people seen as
having these features certain psvechological-cultural-social-

behavioral traits and characteristics, and 3) possibly deem

I
[
n
oy
by
m
V]
r
P
“’li
fil
n
i
'}
i
I+
m
ot
3
o
i}
i
]
1
o ¢
Py
fas
m
.
i1

traits as inherent, as
part of fthe "‘nature’ of that “race’. Further erjorative
[ L

race concents were designated by the lasbel racist, partly by

virtue of their ascription of "OthernessY to members of a
particular race, i.2., to their designation of inferior and

SUPSrior races.  Such race concepts were specified as

ovardetermined social constructs, hth

it

t is, contradictory,



and evar-ohanging concepts of orous
Mext, having Marxian s oonceEnt
class,. the discussion than ad to the relaticn of race

analysis how = particular race group micht occcupy

a specitic and different set of class and non—class position

than another FACE gQrous. This begins the
This

i

WA

0 Detessn race and classes whatsosver. Race discourse
has
position or zZ2t of ciass positions. Howsver, in a particular

conjuncture, it is

Lhat processes of race

race discourses may So

and sconomic {(class and non—
class) processzes as to make it more or less likely (in
itreme casss to bar or guarantes! that members of certain
races octcugy certain class positions, 3z a result of this
analvsis, [ conciude that, as racs mav have these
aovardetermis erfects on class, in order to understand one

must 2lso undsrstand race (as well as non—class processes
indicated).

Further, the analysis of racial income inequality has
shown that race may likewise provide the basis for the

£l
o
ey

it

ion of income, Soth by
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